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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to the filing of the amendment on 2 March 2005.. 
Claims 51-61 are pending; claims 62-74 have been cancelled. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 2 March 2005 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; 
each non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all 
other information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 51-61 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: prior art does 
not anticipate, teach, or suggest a method of detecting a feature portion of a composite 
member having a structure in which a first member having a separation layer inside is 
brought into tight contact with a second member, the composite member having, as the 
feature portion, a portion at which a peripheral edge of the first member projects outside 
a peripheral edge of the second member where the shift detection step of detecting a 
shift between the peripheral edge of the first member and the peripheral edge of the 
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second member along an outer periphery of the composite member using a sensor; and 
the determination step of determining the feature portion on the basis of a detection 
result in the shift detection step. 

For example, Yannagita et al. (6,376,332) disclose a method of separating a 
composite member having a structure in which a first member having a separation layer 
inside is brought into tight contact with a second member wherein the composite 
member has a projecting portion at which an outer peripheral edge of the first member 
projects outside that of the second member. However, Yannagita et al. do not disclose, 
anticipate, teach, or suggest detecting the projecting portion using a sensor. 

Jacobsen et al. (5,1 09,701 ) disclose a method of detecting a feature portion of a 
composite member having a structure in which a first member (96) is brought in 
proximity to but not in contact with a second member (100), the composite member 
having, as the feature portion, a portion at which a peripheral edge of the first member 
(96) projects outside a peripheral edge of the second member (100) where a shift 
detection step of detecting a shift between the peripheral edge of the first member (96) 
and the peripheral edge of the second member (100) along an outer periphery of the 
composite member using a sensor; and the determination step of determining the 
feature portion on the basis of a detection result in the shift detection step (col. 6, lines 
51-66). 

However, Jacobsen et al. do not disclose, anticipate, teach or suggest a first 
member having a separation layer inside is brought into tight contact with a second 
member, i.e. shifting the first or second member prior to bringing into tight contact. 
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Harden et al. (6,096,155) disclose a method of detecting a feature portion of a 
composite member having a structure in which a first member having a separation layer 
inside is brought proximity to but not in contact with a second member, the composite 
member having, as the feature portion, a portion at which a peripheral edge of the first 
member projects outside a peripheral edge of the second member where a shift 
detection step of detecting a shift between the peripheral edge of the first member and 
the peripheral edge of the second member along an outer periphery of the composite 
member using a sensor; and the determination step of determining the feature portion 
on the basis of a detection result in the shift detection step (col. 6, lines 39-50). 

However, Harden et al. do not disclose, anticipate, teach or suggest a first 
member having a separation layer inside is brought into tight contact with a second 
member, i.e. shifting the first or second member prior to bringing into tight contact. 

Oi et al. (6,830,985) disclose a method of detecting a feature portion of a 
composite member having a structure in which a first member (10) having a separation 
layer (16) inside is brought into contact with a second member (20), the composite 
member having, as the feature portion, a portion at which a peripheral edge of the first 
member (10) projects outside a peripheral edge of the second member (20) (Fig.4 ; col. 
10, lines 55-65) where the shift detection step of detecting a shift between the 
peripheral edge of the first member (10) and the peripheral edge of the second member 
(20) along an outer periphery of the composite member using a sensor (37) (col. 10, 
lines 19-35); and the determination step of determining the feature portion on the basis 
of a detection result in the shift detection step (col. 8, line 56 thru col. 9, line 13). 
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However, Oi et al. does not qualify as prior art. 

The prior art made of record in this action does not anticipate, teach, or suggest 
a method of detecting a feature portion of a composite member having a structure in 
which a first member having a separation layer inside is brought into tight contact with a 
second member, the composite member having, as the feature portion, a portion at 
which a peripheral edge of the first member projects outside a peripheral edge of the 
second member where the shift detection step of detecting a shift between the 
peripheral edge of the first member and the peripheral edge of the second member 
along an outer periphery of the composite member using a sensor; and the 
determination step of determining the feature portion on the basis of a detection result in 
the shift detection step. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pamela E. Perkins whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1840. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 
5:30pm. 



Application/Control Number: 10/678,146 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2822 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amir Zarabian can be reached on (571) 272-1852. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

PEP 




